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MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Special Welcome Reception at March meeting for CUSD
Superintendent Dr. Gregory Thornton

As a continuation of a year-long series of evemts i
recognition of Chester Education’s Foundation’¥ 20
Anniversary, CTC Network members and guests ari¢eithv
to attend a special meeting and welcome receptiodarch
13, 2008. Chester Upland School District (CUSD)
Superintendent Dr. Gregory Thornton will share his
vision and plans for district students during a tBgiat
presentation. This will be Dr. Thornton's firssitito the
Communities That Care Network meeting and follows a
initial presentation in October 2007 by CUSD
Administration staff memberSr. Sharon Hunter andDr.
Joyce Wells Everyone is invited to the meeting and
reception hosted bghester Education Foundation (CEF)
and the CTC Network. To help us adequately provide for
everyoneplease email ctc@chestereducation.dngou will
be attending the meeting and receptidembers are
encouraged to arrive between 8:45 and 9:00 a.ordier to
accommodate the many agenda items.

The 21 Century SKILLS College Afterschool Program
continues at CEF's three sites, Columbus Elementary
Smedley Middle and Chester High Scho8tephanie
Scappa-Hall, Assistant Program Directorreported on
activities at Columbus Elementary School which ngige
added a second“grade afterschool class. Over sixty
students participate daily in educational and acacie
enrichment activities five days each week, oftefrre
through our partnerships with CTC members such as
Widener University and Swarthmore College.
Transportation is provided, and students receigeritives
for regular attendance. Keen Martial Arts Academy i
currently being added to other activity provideusisas
Chester PAL and Simply Outrageous Youth who give
students opportunities to expand their skills.or(fore
information on Keen Martial Arts, see article belpvA
recent addition to our emphasis on reading liteia@ur
participation with the school district’s Achieve®D
program, a web-based reading program which conmétis
students learn during the day to what they do sdtesol.
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This program is called KidBiz (and Teen Biz for wiel
school students) and sends each student an emiiéon
topic of the day. Students work on the same toptdhe
material is tailored to students’ reading leveisc8 students
receive the same content, all can play games anidipate
in discussion around the topic after reading teeiails and
sending back answers to questions. Both the dayosch
teacher and the afterschool teacher can monit@ress of
each student. Social Work Consultation Servi€A§CS)
continues to develop prosocial skills with tHé Step
Violence Prevention Curriculum they provide weekly.

Rose Bennett, Program Coordinator, CEFpresented the
update forElaine Greene-Upton, Program Director, CEF,
and reviewed the Chester High School portion of the
afterschool program. Average daily attendance énditop-in
program stands around 90 of the 384 students edroll
Students receive academic tutoring every day fr@30-2
5:30 pm. In addition to tutoring, students partitgin a
range of enrichment activities, including Boys te Big
Brothers Big Sister mentoring, leadership traintdgyan
Princess etiquette training, a poetry workshopmakb
publishing project, and the 100 Book Challenge. All
involved in the program work to entice studentkdep
coming. Those who attend regularly do better irosthand
are less likely to spend time with peers who mightl them
into trouble.

Markiya Collier, Program Coordinator, CEF, who was
stilling limping from her bowling expedition withiedents
from the Smedley Middle School program, invitedtall
attend the student-creatédfican American Inventors
Museum from 5:00-6:30 p.m. on Thursday, February 28.
Smedley students are working on duplicating thekvadr
black inventors and will display the results at theseum as
part of Black History Month. In January studentsi® see
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There are spaces available at Columbus and Smigdley
almost all grades, and enrollment in the high stpomgram
is open. Volunteers are also needed at all levedhiare their
enthusiasm and talents with students. To learn hoor®
volunteer, please call Stephanie at 610.859.60Htkiya at
610.859.6008, or Elaine at 610.364.1212.

The CTC Spotlight is a feature intended to helpnibigvork
learn more about the resources in our communitys Th
month’s spotlight is on thidarcum College without Walls
A.A. degree in Leadershipnd Eastern University’s new
B.A. in Organizational Leadership.

Denise Beauchamp, Program Director, CEFreviewed the
development of the Harcum College A.A. degree in
Leadership, now in its third year. The degree pogwas
developed by three partners — CEEEEAD , andHarcum
College CEF provides the location, utilities and
administration. I-LEAD Institute designed the caubased
on the work of David Castro and Lynn Abraham, thus
realizing David Castro’s dream to make leadershipgree
program and empower community residents to become
leaders. Harcum took on the new program and hakitias
the basis of a new major in leadership, basicabysiness
degree without accounting. Since the inceptiorhef t
Harcum degree, leadership has become a cuttingrede
and is being offered by institutions around thdamrg

The idea behind the Harcum degree is that trarsifera
skills, like leadership and communication, affecirky

home, and community. The degree is suitable fooaay
who works with people; students in the program easingage
from 18 to 61, with the average age being 41. Aiirses are
held at Community Hospital under the auspices df CE

The Great Debateras a reward for regular attendance. They Sample courses in leadership include effectiveodiae,

enjoyed the show, clapping, talking back to thesnrand
having discussions on the way back and duringdheving
week. Markiya noted that team building and appedpri
behavior form an important part of the work with Sttey
students afterschool. Because the students areasepéy
gender during the day, dating and relationshipshayely
charged topics when they get together aftersci®iaff help
students learn how to talk to each other and hodeto
escalate conflict, recognizing the signs of angesach other
and in themselves. The academic portion of the $yed
program includes reading tutorials with Swarthmamd
Widener students, the 100 Book Challenge, andemsei
and math lab with Widener students. The middle slehe
have begun to bring their report cards in afteosthnd ask
how they can improve, a clear sign that the progeam
starting to make a difference in their lives. Nsinester
enrichment activities will include self-defenseitiiag for
girls; cooking, nutrition and health; and physiaativity.

negotiation, group dynamics, ethical leadership, an
speaking as a leader. Students in the group dysastdass
designed a non-profit agency or new company, commg
with many creative ideas. General Education courszgde
English composition and math; those needing devedopal
work will be able to bring their skills up to cajje level.

To apply for the A.A. degree, students must hakigh
school diploma or GED. They must also be availétne
classes Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:45-9:00pm, a
courses are accelerated. All courses run for sexks. In
order to get financial aid like Pell grants, studemust be in
the program full time. In addition, Harcum givegenerous
discount to students who take the degree prograheafEF
site. Other features to make the program accessitdiede
no additional fees, free tutoring, computer lalg] a book
loan policy. With book loans, students who buy & h@ok
and keep it in excellent condition can sell it b&wk100 %
of the price at the end of a course. Credit is wyifce
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military experience and other life experience, uidihg the
Weed & Seed TALL Team training.

Thanks to a new arrangement withstern University,
students who graduate fragarcum College without

Walls can move on to earn a B.A. degree in Organizaltiona

Leadership. This degree-completion program alsolires

CEF andI-LEAD . Eligibility requirements include an A.A.

degree or 60 transferable credits, plus availghftit classes
one night a week, year-round, from 6:00-10:00 p.m.
Students are expected to complete the program mdt&hs
although there are some breaks built in. Studentst ive at
least 21 to enter the program, which starts Magaa8
financial aid is available. Eastern offers coulisethiree
areas: Skill and Character Development, Organiaatio
Theory, and Organizational Function. Topics include
marketing, human resource management, diversity
management, organizational behavior, leadership
development, financial leadership, strategic lestuier and
leading change. Like the Harcum program, the Easter
degree will make it possible for adults in the coumity to
take advantage of economic opportunities while rtinge
successful behavior for youth.

Recruitment is underway for both programs, wittopen
house Wednesday, February 20, at 6:00 p.m. at Caoritynu
Hospital. For more information or to register fbetopen
house, please call Denise at 610.364.1212.

Vernice Lloyd, Advocate for Asset Development,
PathwaysPA announced locations where people in the
community can receive free tax preparation through
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA).Anyone
earning under $40,000 a year and filing a simptarne(no
itemizations) can take advantage of the servicégiwis
provided by both paid preparers and IRS-trainedmielers.
Returns are filed electronically and for those wvaitbhecking
or savings account, returns will be deposited edaatally
within two weeks. People without a bank accountaaen
one at certain locations, like Franklin Mint Credition.
The program helps educate people about availakle ta
credits, keeps money in the community and out efriiinds
of for-profit preparers, who typically charge $3000, or
check cashing or refund loan companies.

Chester City locations that provide free tax prapanby
appointment are as follows:

- Chester Education Foundation, 610.364.1212
Chester MicroEnterprise Partnership,
610.499.9184, x100
Wesley House, 610.891.6327

Franklin Mint Federal Credit Union, 610.619.7000

North Chester Baptist Church, 610.619.7002

Delaware County locations for VITA services are as
follows:
Darby Borough CDC, 610.586.0867
Delaware County Family Centers, 610.532.2811
PathwaysPA, 800.209.2914

Please spread the word to your clients and the aamityn
Postcards and information on what people needing bo
an appointment are available from PathwaysPA. Famem
information, please call Vernice at 610.543.5023xor
call the above sites directly.

Janet Riley Ford, Senior Program Coordinator, Chestr
Youth Collaborative (CYC), briefly described the citywide
youth development initiative in which many partnexsrk
to increase opportunities for youth and improvedhality
of life for the community. She also described re@sm
upcoming opportunities with CYC. In addition to fishing
its bi-monthly newsletteThe Bridge the CYC Youth
Council does leadership development. A Saturdajoggo
program for girls at Widener University was a s@s;eCYC
also helps match Widener interns with local orgatians.
CYC has recently installed Efforts To Outcome (ETO)
management information system software that tracks
referrals, improvement, and retention among thetlYou
Serving Organizations (YSOs). The software willused in
conjunction with the work of Branche Associatesjalih
evaluates CYC'’s work, including the results of eatr
programs, and helps CYC develop new initiatives.

In addition to recruiting for a second cohort ofriing
ninth to tenth graders to participate in this sums8tudent
Success program Belaware County Community College
(DCCC), a program in which students receive three college
credits for summer work, CYC is launching a sumo@np
plus year-long tutoring for 20 rising seventh aighth
graders. Sponsored by Exelon, the summer camgowilis
on science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM
Also this summer, CYC an@hester Career Connecta
new initiative withPhiladelphia Youth Network (PYN)

will place 50 Chester High School students in seel paid
internship positions with Delaware County employ&&F
andChester YouthBuild are also involved in the summer
internship program, which is recruiting at leasb J@uth,
half of whom will receive internships paying rougi$i8 per
hour. Those not placed will be counseled on how ta
succeed next year or directed to other programs. Th
program is also looking for employers who can pidevypaid
internships, especially if they can bring the teleaisk to
work on holidays and, perhaps, for permanent jobs.

Together withWells Fargo Bank CYC is also launching
Wells-Bound, a program for Chester-area teens who have
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the motivation and academic ability to attend gmldut are
at risk of not achieving their dream. Applicatidos Wells-
Bound are due March 7 and can be obtained from Wand
Clark, Program Sponsor, 610.595.5427 or
wandaclark@wellsfargo.com

Katie Bidoli, Manager, Keen Martial Arts Academy,
reviewed upcoming classes and programs in the aharts.
Keen offers karate, kung fu, self-defense, andsjujio
children, teens and adults. Instructors from Kedhbe
offering karate clubs at both Columbus and Smedteyart
of the 2F' Century SKILLS program. The academy is also
starting demo teams that will do on-site programs i
personal safety and self-defense. Evening prograchsde
a Chinese New Year family night on February 29 pingte
nights, also for families, in which children leaword skills
with a pirate theme. On March 14 Keen will taket pathe
Chester PAL night out, teaching a ‘stranger safsgyhinar,
self-defense, and internet safety to children.

Keen will be involved in several summer initiativieghe
city. Courses in the Chinese and Japanese langualjbs
offered at Keen’s own martial arts summer campgctvhi
starts June 16. Keen will be joining with Chestat_n
their summer camp, also opening June 16, and pgrayid
karate courses for the UNITY summer camp. For more
information on activities at Keen, please call Kait
610.291.8472.

Adora Purnell, City of Chester, Department of Healh,
announced Chester/rst Annual Fun Day, Spring into

Good Health, scheduled for April 26 to coincide with Earth

Day and Chester Pride Day. The day’s activitieanpéd to
run from 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. at Chester City Halg
intended to provide a fun, interactive experierareal| in
the community. General activities include healttesaings,
healthy food demos, a physical challenge, a soaldiance,
and a spay and neuter clinic for pets. Childrentssaies
feature a sack race, Double Dutch jump rope, pm®sr
clowns, face painting, sand art, and a moon bouFicere
will be a DJ, lots of food, and presentations garaye of
topics from etiquette to financial planning. Ageexi
interested in presenting or in exhibiting shouldteat Dr.
Melanie Ragin, mragin@chestercity.coon Shauna
Watson, swatson@-chestercity.coon phone 610.447.7770.

William Payne, Director, Chester City Planning
Department, distributed copies of a survey designed to
gather information for Chester’s Transit-Oriented
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Development Study. Specifically focused on possible
development in the area of the Highland Avenuentrai
station, the survey asks questions about transport,
infrastructure, and community development. The go#d
create a walkable community and encourage newstiger
In addition to asking those present to completeeys, Bill
wanted to know who in the community should receive
distribute surveys. Several people commented ket t
survey should be redesigned, or a different susbheuld be
developed to incorporate residents of the neighdommtthat
would be affected by station development. It waisited out
that the survey as written applied to people conmitg the
city on public transit, not those who live in theyand may
use transit to leave, for education or jobs. Forano
information or to get copies of the survey to dlistte,
please call William at 610.447.7707.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

To accommodate all the important and interesting
information to be shared, CTC meetings begin prongit
9:00 am. Please arrive a few minutes early and take
advantage of the networking opportunities.

Delaware County Literacy Councilwill celebrateBlack
History Month with a potluck dinner offuesday, February
26, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at Drexel Neumann Acadeh®g1
Potter Street, Cheste&dwen Cottman will host the event,
which will featureSeeds of Growth a children’s
performing groupFor more information, please call
Madeline Bialecki a610.876.4811.

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., Chester Alumnae
Chapter, will hold its regionaDay of Service,You, Your
Child, the School—A Winning Partnershipon March 8
from 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m &elaware County Community
College’s (DCCC)Malin Road campus at 85 N. Malin Road
in Broomall. Details on workshops, speakers andtion
are available on the chapter website,
www.dstchesterpaac.arghe event is free.

The sorority’s annuacholarship fundraiser, Roll Out the
Red Carpetwill be held on Friday, April 28 at the Double
Tree Hotel in Wilmington, DE. The $50 tickets histBlack
Tie Affair will include dinner, jazz and dancingpfn 7pm —
midnight and supports Delaware County high schenia
girls going to college. See Neilda Mott for tickétefore
April 1.
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Anna’s Placeis still in its beginning stages and has delayed Delaware County Behavioral Health Adolescent Drug

its opening as a hospitality center for the comnyurit this and Alcohol Task Forcemeets on the last Thursday of each
time Anna’s Place welcomes any group that would tik month to look at what services are available falestents
use the site for workshops in areas like healthexhatation. in the county. For more information, please cailda

For more information, please call Sister ConnieiBa@SF, Singleton or Beth Mingey at 610.713.2365.
at 484.361.5900.

March 8: You, Your Child, the School—A Winning PartnershipChester Alumnae Chapter Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.Free education forum abelaware Co. Community College, Malin Road
Campus. 10am - 3pm.

March 13: Chester Upland School District (CUSD)Superintendent Dr. Gregory Thornton will share
his vision and plans for district students duringpacial Spotlight presentation at the monthly CTC
meeting. Please arrive by 9:00 a.m. All invitechtspecial reception hosted 6fester Education
Foundation (CEF) Board of Directorsdirectly after the meeting. To help us adequatebyide for
everyoneplease email ctc@chestereducation.drgou will be attending the meeting and reception

Ongoing through April 15: Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)provides free tax preparation to
low-income earners at locations in Chester City Bethware county. For a list of locations and nurabe
to call to make an appointment, please see thdeit this issuePathwaysPAis also looking for
volunteers to help with tax preparation during $@ason. Please call Henry Earl at 610.5543.5022.

April 25: Chester Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Tleta Sorority, Inc. Annual scholarship dinner
dance. Double Tree Hotel, Wilmington, DE. Tick§&). See Neilda Mott before Aprit'l

April 26: Chester’sFirst Annual Fun Day: Spring into Good Health will offer fun and information from
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. at Chester City Hall. Agenamsrested in presenting or exhibiting should echt
Dr. Melanie Ragin, mragin@chestercity.coon Shauna Watson, swatson@chestercity, &40.447.7770.
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| would prefer to receive the CTC Update electronically.

Please mail this form to:  Chester Education Foundation
2600 West 8 Street, Suite GS-100
Chester PA 19013-2095
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