
 
Who is Fran Brill?Who is Fran Brill?

Actress and Puppeteer

Brill was born in Chester, Pennsylvania, and is a
native of Swarthmore, PA. In 1970, she became
the first woman hired as a puppeteer on Sesame

Street!

Brill had no experience as a puppeteer when she
joined Sesame Street, for which she has won

an Emmy Award. She created and puppeteered
the Muppets Prairie Dawn, Zoe, Little Bird,

and Betty Lou, among others. Playing Zoe, Brill
appeared on the TV-series The West Wing as well

as many home videos including Zoe's Dance
Moves. With the Muppets she performed

on Saturday Night Live, The Muppet Show, The
Jim Henson Hour, Dog City, and The Adventures

of Elmo in Grouchland.

Source: Wikipedia

Topic Inspiration via STEM high school student
newsletter article!

 

March 2024 Spotlight

Trauma Informed Education Coalition (TIEC)Trauma Informed Education Coalition (TIEC)
Presenter: Joan Evelyn Duvall-Flynn, Ed. D.

A huge thank you to Joan Evelyn Duvall-Flynn who shared with the
CTC network about the Trauma Informed Education Coalition (TIEC),
who equips diverse communities to recognize and mitigate the impact
of psycho-social, emotional, and neuropsychological trauma through

developing trauma informed training and practices which can be
implemented across a variety of disciplines/fields.



Learn more

During the March CTC meeting, we asked
the following trivia question:

Q: There are ____ versions of Sesame Street
produced around the world.

A: 150

Congratulations to our March CTC trivia
winner, Kathryn Redd from Chester
ExChange.
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Chester Education Foundation

https://www.traumainschool.org/trainings.html#/


Learn more
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Holcomb Behavioral Health Systems

https://www.chestereducation.org
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City of Chester
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CeaseFire PA



RSVP
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Share Food Program

Find a Food Site

https://act.ceasefirepa.org/a/advocacyday24?ms=homepage
https://www.sharefoodprogram.org/find-food/find-a-food-site/
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Widener University

Click to view brochure

https://files.constantcontact.com/003deeec001/79e6000f-d105-400c-91e1-bd623591e10e.pdf


Click to view brochure
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Neighbor to Neighbor

https://files.constantcontact.com/003deeec001/0da39cca-790b-4a4f-b335-4706013bbab3.pdf
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KidsPeace Institute
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Child and Family Focus
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Keep Music Alive
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Chester ExChange
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COSA
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Penn State Extension
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ACCESS Community Center
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I-Lead
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Alzheimer Association
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Girls Spark
1. March 19th, 7pm Virtual Presentation "84 cents makes no cents". This event is
open to women and girls nationwide. Information and the sign up for this can be
found here:  Girls SparkGirls Spark
 
2. April 20th, 6-9pm at the Media Community Center: Sparkle and Groove Dance
Party!! Information can be found here :  Girls SparkGirls Spark
 
3. June 1, All Day at Penn State
Brandywine: Annual Girls Spark Summit. Information can be found
here:  Girls SGirls Sparkpark

https://girlsspark.org/virtual-workshops
https://girlsspark.org/dance-party
https://girlsspark.org/annual-summit
https://girlsspark.org/annual-summit


March 2024

The Scott Arboretum of Swarthmore College
School's Out: Spring Break on Wednesday, March 27th form 9:30 - 12. Ohara
School of Ikebana Exhibition April 5-7 (Japanese Flower Arranging Show) with a free
youth flower arranging event (Saturday 6 at 11:30 - 2:30pm) and free outdoor yoga
class (April 7th from 11 - 12:15PM)

March 2024

Chester's Mentoring Initiative
The next meeting of Chester's Mentoring Initiative is March 21, 11AM. Emily Teofilak
of Sun East Credit Union will discuss the perils of financial illiteracy and give tips we
can share with families we serve.

Join Zoom Meeting https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81778037709?
pwd=LPZYJqbYOvc92jD8IPhrlnz42ibG0N.1

Meeting ID: 817 7803 7709
Passcode: 489986

March 2024

Delco Gives Day and Delco Gives, Chester Creates Block Party
Delco Gives Day is a 24-hour county-wide day of giving/community celebration,
where people will make a donation to their favorite nonprofits (or peruse new ones)
on the delcogives.org site. Each donation is eligible for bonus money provided by
the Foundation, and there will be cash prizes sponsored by local businesses given
out throughout the day. The inaugural Delco Gives Day will be held May 8 - 9, 2024
(7:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.)

Online activity will be accompanied by a number of celebrations held throughout the
county that bring together nonprofits, donors, businesses, and volunteers to
showcase the power of collective action and community giving. Delco Gives Day is
more than just a fundraising event; it's a celebration of the Delco generosity and
community spirit.

Making a Change Group has joined the Foundation for Delaware County organizing
team to coordinate one of the launch events: the DELCO GIVES, CHESTER
CREATES BLOCK PARTY!

WhenWhen: Wednesday, May 8th (4:00PM - 8:00PM)
WhereWhere: 400 and 500 block of Avenue of the States in Chester (Chester City Hall
should serve as your point of reference) What to Expect: A day of fun with
entertainment for youth and families! 

We are Bringing Community Together: People, nonprofits, youth sports
organizations, artists/galleries, small businesses, etc. for an event where
families/residents of Chester can have fun AND learn about resources available to
them.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81778037709?pwd=LPZYJqbYOvc92jD8IPhrlnz42ibG0N.1


Register
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The Foundation for Delaware County: Fatherhood Program
The Fatherhood Program is just for Dads & partners or parents-to-be! Programming
includes casual gatherings, support groups, special events, and one-on-one
sessions with the foundation’s fatherhood coordinator.

Our goal is to make sure that fathers and partners have access to useful resources,
information and supports, in the same way that mothers or pregnant individuals do!
Through our fatherhood program, partners of the moms-to-be have an opportunity to
build connections with program staff. When expecting fathers complete specialized
screening tools they are then referred to appropriate community-based resources.
Parents will learn more about the experiences of fathers to optimize their
involvement during the pregnancy process, the child’s birth and after the baby is
born. Fathers have access to an exclusive mobile-accessible app that shares
consistent messaging to support the parenthood journey. In partnership with Daddy
University, the Doulas 4 Dads program can provide a male postpartum doula who
can support Dad around the delivery, birth and bringing home of a child. Fathers and
partners are also encouraged to participate in the monthly Fatherhood Engagement
Committee to build community and develop resources to strengthen the system of
care in Delaware County for fathers.

Contact Dr. Onaje Muid to learn more.

Contact

March 2024

The Foundation for Delaware County
Healthy Start is a federally funded program serving pregnant people, expectant
fathers, the family, and children up to 18-months. For over 20 years, Healthy Start
has reduced the infant mortality rate and improved birth outcomes in the target area
of Chester, Upland, Eddystone, Woodlyn, Parkside, Chester Township, Marcus
Hook, Trainer, and Linwood.

Services include:
Intensive outreach, engagement, and recruitment of pregnant people;
Tiered care coordination and case management based on assessed need and
home visiting;
Education that focuses on health, pregnancy, parenting, early childhood
development, life skills, financial literacy, and management;
Civil legal information and representation; and
Permanent housing support services and resources.

More than 700 participants benefit from Healthy Start each year. People can enroll
during their pregnancy and after delivery and can remain in the program until the
child is eighteen-months-old.

Healthy Start is one of the foundation’s two home-visiting programs, in addition
to Nurse-Family Partnership (NFP). These programs work in collaboration with our

https://www.delcogives.org/register
mailto:OMuid@delcofoundation.org
https://delcofoundation.org/community-programs/apply-for-assistance/nurse-family-partnership/


other public health initiatives to give families the full complement of services and
support to thoroughly prepare them for welcoming a new baby and parenting
toddlers. When you are enrolled in both programs, Healthy Start case managers and
Nurse-Family Partnership nurses are a team, with your case manager connecting
you to eligible services and benefits, and your nurse emphasizing parenting.

Obtén esta información en Español.  

March 2024

Latino Connection: Tobacco Free Coalition
1. The Delaware County Tobacco Free Coalition creates awareness and media
campaigns, participates in community events, and provides resources to prevent
smoking and vaping, and help people to stop using tobacco and nicotine products.
Our Coalition advocates for smoke and vape-free parks, playgrounds, housing, and
workplaces. We partner with government, other community organizations, public
health, health care, and social services agencies. Please see the attached flyer.

2. The Tobacco Resistance Unit, funded by a grant through the Pennsylvania
Department of Health, is a movement throughout all of Pennsylvania to help youth,
ages 12 to 18, stay tobacco and vape-free. TRU aims to prevent and stop youth
tobacco use and vaping through youth-led activities and peer-to-peer
education. https://latinoconnection.org/services/tobacco-prevention-and-
control/ Contact rhuggins@latinoconnection.org for more information.

3. Tobacco-Free Minority Ambassadors Task Force
The Task Force helps: Identify tobacco use prevention needs of the minority
communities, leverage resources in education, healthcare, mental and behavioral
health, and social and human services to reduce the burdens of tobacco, raise
awareness through press events, interviews, letters to the editor, and community
and professional education events about the impacts of tobacco on minority
communities. To join the PA Statewide Tobacco Free Minority Ambassadors Task
Force please contact Nicolas Polanco at npolanco@latinoconnection.org.

March 2024

Swarthmore Civic Scholars
Linking academics with action empowers students to tap into the rich body of
knowledge, experience, and passion that fuels them, while providing communities
with students trained to contribute to their social change efforts. We call this
"Engaged Scholarship." The Civic Scholar program seeks to open new pathways for
communities and campus to engage with each other, enhance networks (social
capital) of students and community members beyond Swarthmore College, and
increase capacity of both students and communities to achieve their civic and social
responsibility goals. To that end, this program provides students with mentoring,
education, training, and funding over two (possible three) years. Swarthmore Civic
Scholars is a program of the Lang Center and the Richard Rubin Mentoring
Program. 

If anyone is interested in a Swarthmore College student intern with your Chester
organization during the summer or academic year, please reach out to
ahenry1@swarthmore.edu 

https://delcofoundation.org/community-programs/our-initiatives/
https://delcofoundation.org/community-programs/apply-for-assistance/healthy-start/healthy-start-information-spanish/
https://latinoconnection.org/services/tobacco-prevention-and-control/
mailto:rhuggins@latinoconnection.org
mailto:npolanco@latinoconnection.org
mailto:ahenry1@swarthmore.edu


Contact
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Chester Children's Chorus

Calendar of events.

View

March 2024

Keystone First Wellness and Opportunity Center
Keystone First will offer resources for improving overall health and well-being. We
will connect you to programs for mind, body, and spirit. These programs may
include:

Art classes.
Music performances and classes.
Exercise and fitness classes.
Educational opportunities.
Job training and employment readiness.
Access to computers and printing. 
GED classes.
Cooking demonstrations.
Weekly food pantry. 
Caregiver support.
Loss and bereavement groups.
Help with understanding plan benefits and services.
Health education and screenings.
Community resource information.

Regular hoursRegular hours
Monday through Friday: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Please call the center at 1-610-245-9847 for information on special programming.

Please join us for the April CTC meeting on
Thursday, April 11th at 9:00AM.

ZOOM INFORMATION FOR MEETING
Zoom ID: 854 7467 3879

Passcode: 073715

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85474673879?
pwd=9kSmJuqaBaA8v4x0FmIhSI3jKsbg9v.1

mailto:ahenry1@swarthmore.edu
https://www.swarthmore.edu/chester-childrens-chorus/concert-schedule
tel:1-610-245-9847
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85474673879?pwd=9kSmJuqaBaA8v4x0FmIhSI3jKsbg9v.1


Visit CEF's
website

    

The CTC Newsletter is funded in part by the COPE Grant which is Coordinated by Holcomb Behavioral Health
Systems, and funded by the Delaware County Department of Human Services, Division of Drug of Alcohol.
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